
G ra d es and Cre d i t
G ra d es
The grading system used at the unive rs i ty is shown below.

Lette r G rade Po i nt Va l u e D esc r i pt i o n

A + 4.3 E xce l l e nt to Very Good: co m p re h e n s i ve 
A 4.0 k n owledge and understanding of subject
A- 3.7 m a tte r; marked perce ption and/or 

o r i g i n a l i ty

B + 3.3 G o o d : m o d e ra tely broad knowledge and 
B 3.0 u n d e rstanding of subject matte r; not i ce -
B - 2 .7 able perce ption and/or originality.

C + 2 .3 Sa t i sfa c to r y : rea sonable knowledge and 
C 2 .0 u n d e rstanding of subject matte r; some 
C- 1 .7 p e rce ption and/or originality.

D + 1 .3 M a rg i n a l : minimum knowledge and 
D 1 .0 u n d e rstanding of subject matte r; limited 
D – 0.7 p e rce ption and/or originality.

F 0.0 Fa i l i n g : u n a cce ptably low knowledge and
u n d e rstanding of subject matte r; 
seve rely limited perce ption and/or 
o r i g i n a l i ty.

S “ Sa t i sfa c to r y,” equiva l e nt to C- or above

U “ U n sa t i sfa c to r y,” equiva l e nt to below C-

Symbols Used in Lieu of Gra d es

I N C This means that a stu d e nt has substa ntial pa ss i n g - l evel equity in a
co u rse but is unable to co m p l ete it beca u se of circu m sta n ces beyo n d
his or her co nt rol. 

R (Re g i ste red) This grade subst i tu te is given after the first se m ester of a full-yea r
co u rse that does not re q u i re a grade until the end.

W (Wi t h d rew) This means that a stu d e nt withdrew from the co u rse (with college per-
m i ss i o n) after the seve nth week (or beyond three-fifths of the dura-
tion of shorter co u rses) .
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1 2 6 G RA D ES AND CREDIT

S/U Grading Opt i o n
In some co u rses stu d e nts have the opt i o n
of re ceiving a grade of sa t i sfa c tory or
u n sa t i sfa c tory (S or U) instead of a lette r
g ra d e. Stu d e nts may pre re g i ster for such
a co u rse under the S/U option or change
the grading option during the first thre e
we e ks of the se m este r. Changing a gra d e
o ption is accomplished by co m p l eting the
" C h a n g es to Grade Option or Cre d i t
H o u rs" section of an add/d rop form; this
re q u i res permission of the stu d e nt’s fa c-
u l ty advisor and the co u rse inst r u c tor or
d e pa rt m e ntal re p rese nta t i ve. (G e n e ra l l y,
a grade of "S" is equiva l e nt to a lette r
g rade of A+ through C-; a "U" is equiva-
l e nt to a grade of D+ or less. )

I m p o rta nt: Af ter the end of the third
week of classes, the grading option may
n ot be changed, nor will stu d e nts be per-
m i tted to add a co u rse in which they we re
p reviously enrolled (in the cu r re nt se m es-
te r) under a diffe re nt grade opt i o n .

Engineering stu d e nts may choose to
re ce i ve an S/U grade option under the
fo l l owing co n d i t i o n s :

• The co u rse in question must be
offe red with an S/U opt i o n .

• The stu d e nt must have prev i o u s l y
co m p l eted at lea st one full se m este r
of study at Cornell. Freshmen may
n ot ta ke any co u rses on an S/U ba s i s
during their first se m ester with the
exce ption of co u rses that are gra d e d
" S/U Only" such as phys i cal educa-
tion, ROTC, supplemental co u rses,
and writing wo r ks h o ps.

• The pro p osed S/U co u rse must co u nt
as either a liberal stu d i es dist r i b u t i o n
or an approved elective in the
Engineering cu r r i cu l u m .

• Stu d e nts may elect to enroll S/U in
only one (1) co u rse each se m ester in
which the choice between lette r
g rade and S/U is an opt i o n .
(Additional co u rses offe red "S/ U
only" may be ta ken in the sa m e

se m ester as the "e l e c ted S/ U "
co u rse. )

N ote: Co u rses graded S/U do not co u nt
towa rd eligibility for the Dea n’s List and
m ay wea ken a stu d e nt’s chances fo r
a cce pta n ce into gra d u a te sc h o o l .
Q u estions re g a rding the S/U gra d i n g
o ption should be addressed to
Engineering Ad v i s i n g .

I n co m p l ete Gra d es
Th e re are many legitimate rea sons fo r
d e l aying the co m p l etion of a co u rse
b eyond the time allotted. An ex tended ill-
n ess or serious injury, for exa m p l e, might
m a ke it impossible to finish by the end of
the se m este r. Under these circu m sta n ces,
it beco m es des i rable to re ce i ve a te m p o-
rary grade of inco m p l ete and finish up
the co u rse work at a later time.

To re ce i ve an Inco m p l ete, a stu d e nt
m u st

• h ave an ex tenuating rea son that pre-
ve nts them from co m p l eting the
co u rse in the time allotted; and

• h ave pa ssing equity in the co u rse at
the time of the re q u est. (This is gen-
e rally defined as co m p l etion of at
l ea st half the co u rse work at a pa ss-
ing leve l . )

I n co m p l ete gra d es are gra nted at the
d i sc retion of the fa cu l ty member in
c h a rge of the co u rse. Stu d e nts who think
an Inco m p l ete is appro p r i a te should dis-
cu ss it with the inst r u c to r, making sure to
a r range specific conditions under which
the missing work is to be co m p l eted and
set a deadline for submission. Having this
"co nt ra c t" in writing is des i ra b l e.

Ev i d e n ce of an inco m p l ete re m a i n s
p e r m a n e ntly on the stu d e nt’s tra n sc r i pt.
When the co u rse has been co m p l eted, a
g rade is ente red with an asterisk, indica t-
ing that it was not co m p l eted during the
regular se m este r. Stu d e nts should we i g h
the cost of taking an Inco m p l ete against
the rea sons for doing so. Stu d e nts may
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find it helpful to discu ss the matter with
their fa cu l ty advisor or a sta ff member in
Engineering Ad v i s i n g .

Ad va n ced Place m e nt and
Tra n sfer Cre d i t

Ad va n ced Place m e nt
Ad va n ced place m e nt (AP) gives credit to
e ntering freshmen for subjects in which
t h ey are already profi c i e nt. For exa m p l e,
m a ny stu d e nts already know as much
m a t h e m a t i cs when they arrive at Co r n e l l
as they are ex p e c ted to know after ta k i n g
their first college math co u rse. Wi t h
a d va n ced place m e nt, such stu d e nts co u l d
ta ke a more adva n ced math co u rse or
l i g hten their co u rse loa d .

To re ce i ve AP cre d i t, stu d e nts must
d e m o n st ra te their co m p ete n ce in a pa r-
t i cular subject area by re ceiving qualify-
ing sco res on any of the fo l l ow i n g
a p p roved exa m s :

(1) a d va n ced place m e nt exa m i n a t i o n s
g i ven and sco red by the Co l l e g e
E nt ra n ce Examination Boa rd
(C E E B); or

(2) G e n e ral Ce rt i fi ca te of Ed u ca t i o n
(GCE) Ad va n ced ("A") Leve l
E xaminations; or

(3) I nternational Ba cca l a u rea te (IB)
Higher Level Examinations; or 

(4) Co r n e l l ’s depa rt m e ntal place m e nt
exa m i n a t i o n s, given during orien-
tation week befo re the beginning
of fa l l - term classes. If a stu d e nt’s
p e r fo r m a n ce on any of these
exams is sa t i sfa c to r y, college cre d-
it will be offe red as outlined in the
p u b l i cation Ad va n ced Place m e nt
and Tra n sfer Credit for First-Yea r
Engineering Stu d e nts 20 0 4–20 0 5,
available in the Engineering
Advising offi ce.

A depa rt m e ntal examination may be a
b etter test of pre pa re d n ess than the

other AP exa m s, which do not necessa r i-
ly test for the range of material that
Cornell ex p e c ts its stu d e nts to know.
Stu d e nts should feel free to ta ke a
d e pa rt m e ntal exam, even if they have
a l ready pa ssed another exam in the sa m e
a cademic subject.

Stu d e nts who are offe red AP credit do
n ot have to acce pt it. Wh ether or not they
should depends, in pa rt, on whether the
co u rse in question is a te c h n i cal co u rse
that is a pre re q u i s i te for other importa nt
co u rses. Unless stu d e nts are ce rtain that
t h ey are pre pa red to move into the nex t,
m o re adva n ced co u rse, it is pro bably bet-
ter to ta ke the pre re q u i s i te.

Stu d e nts who choose to acce pt AP
c redit have seve ral opt i o n s :

• Th ey may enroll immediately in a
m o re adva n ced co u rse in the sa m e
subject area .

• Th ey may subst i tu te co u rse wo r k
( pa rt i cularly electives) normally
ta ken during subse q u e nt se m este rs
(a ssuming appro p r i a te pre re q u i s i tes
h ave been sa t i sfi e d ) .

• Th ey may choose to enroll in fewe r
co u rses, using the credit to fulfi l l
basic re q u i re m e nts. (Plea se note that
stu d e nts must be enrolled in at lea st
12 cre d i ts to be co n s i d e red full-time
by the unive rs i ty and be eligible fo r
financial aid.)

The only co u rses for which adva n ce d
p l a ce m e nt credit can be re ce i ved are
t h ose that fit degree re q u i re m e nts in the
u n d e rg ra d u a te engineering pro g ram. Fo r
m o re details on AP credit as it re l a tes to
the College of Engineering, plea se co n-
tact Engineering Ad v i s i n g .

Tra n sfer Cre d i t
During their yea rs as Cornell underg ra d u-
a tes, many engineering stu d e nts decide to
e n roll in co u rses at other acc re d i ted inst i-
tu t i o n s, re q u esting that the credit be
t ra n sfe r red and applied towa rd their
Cornell degre e. Tra n sfer credit is genera l l y
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1 2 8 G RA D ES AND CREDIT

g ra nted if the co u rses in question are
e q u i va l e nt in scope and rigor to equiva l e nt
co u rses ta u g ht at Cornell. A maximum of
18 tra n sfer or Cornell ex t ra m u ral cre d i ts
m ay be applied to engineering degre e
re q u i re m e nts after a stu d e nt matricu l a tes
at Cornell. (Summer session co u rses ta ke n
at Cornell are not co n s i d e red tra n sfe r
c re d i t.) Genera l l y, a tra n sfer credit awa rd
depends on the co u rse’s suita b i l i ty as pa rt
of the stu d e nt’s degree pro g ram and is
awa rded in acco rd a n ce with criteria esta b-
lished by the College Cu r r i cu l u m
G overning Boa rd .

To apply for tra n sfer cre d i t, stu d e nts
should ta ke the fo l l owing ste ps befo re
e n rolling in a co u rse they wish to tra n sfe r.
(Although stu d e nts may ce rtainly apply
for tra n sfer credit after co m p l eting a
co u rse at another inst i tution, there is no
g u a ra ntee that the co u rse will tra n sfer to
Co r n e l l . ) :

• O btain a tra n sfer credit form and
i n struction sheet, either from the
Engineering Advising or Re g i st ra r’s
offi ces. 

• O btain a co u rse desc r i ption or sy l l a b u s
for the co u rse in which the stu d e nt
plans to enro l l .

• Co m p l ete the stu d e nt information se c-
tion of the tra n sfer credit form and
a ttach the co u rse desc r i ption or sy l-
l a b u s.

• Stu d e nts applying for tra n sfer credit to
sa t i sfy re q u i re m e nts in mathematics,
sc i e n ce, engineering major co u rses, or
fi rst-year writing se m i n a rs must
re ce i ve approval from the depa rt m e nt
offering an equiva l e nt co u rse at
Cornell. Ad d resses/phone numbers of
d e pa rt m e ntal offi ces can be found in
the campus dire c tory or Co u rses of
Stu d y. Stu d e nts applying for tra n sfe r
c redit to sa t i sfy liberal stu d i es re q u i re-
m e nts are not re q u i red to obta i n
d e pa rt m e ntal approval. Liberal stu d i es
co u rses will be rev i ewed for approva l

by the Co m m i ttee on Aca d e m i c
Sta n d a rd s, Pet i t i o n s, and Cre d i t
(AS PAC) when the co m p l eted form is
s u b m i tte d .

• M a ke an appoint m e nt to see the fa cu l-
ty advisor to obtain their signatu re
and endorse m e nt.

• Submit the tra n sfer credit form and
co u rse desc r i ption to Engineering
Advising, 167 Olin Hall. A re p rese nta-
t i ve of AS PAC will rev i ew the pet i t i o n
within a few days.

• A ssuming the re q u est for tra n sfe r
c redit is approved and an acce pta b l e
g rade for the co u rse is re ce i ved, stu-
d e nts should arrange for the offe r i n g
i n st i tution to send an official tra n-
sc r i pt directly to the Engineering
Re g i st ra r’s offi ce in 158 Olin Hall.
Tra n sfer credit will not appear on the
stu d e nt’s tra n sc r i pt until this final ste p
has been co m p l eted. (Cornell does not
awa rd tra n sfer credit for co u rses in
which a stu d e nt has earned a grade of
l ess than C; schools and depa rt m e nts
m ay st i p u l a te a higher minimum
g ra d e.) 

Tra n sfer Credit for Tra n sfe r
Stu d e nts
Tra n sfer stu d e nts entering as fres h m e n ,
so p h o m o res, or juniors may tra n sfer up
to 36 cre d i ts for each year spent in full-
time study at another inst i tution, prov i d-
ed that the co u rses are acce ptable fo r
m e eting graduation re q u i re m e nts. No
m o re than 72 total tra n sfer cre d i ts (co m-
bination of those ta ken both befo re and
a f ter matricu l a t i o n) may be used to meet
g raduation re q u i re m e nts. Tra n sfer cre d-
i ts from inst i tutions on the quarter sys-
tem or trimester system are not dire c t l y
co m pa rable to se m ester cre d i ts. In gen-
e ral, the number of trimester cre d i ts or
q u a rter cre d i ts will be re d u ced when co n-
ve rted to se m ester cre d i ts, and credit will
n ot be given for more than ten co u rses
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per yea r. Tra n sfer credit awa rds fo r
m a t r i culating tra n sfer stu d e nts are eva l u-
a ted and determined by the underg ra d u-
a te major re p rese nta t i ve in the stu d e nt’s
i ntended major of study in engineering.

Tra n sfer Credit for Ad va n ced Stu d y
in High Sc h o o l
Co l l e g e - l evel co u rses co m p l eted in high
school under the auspices of co o p e ra t i ve
co l l e g e/high school pro g rams do not gen-
e rally lead to Cornell engineering cre d i t.
Stu d e nts who would like credit for such
co u rses should seek Ad va n ced Place -
m e nt credit by taking a CEEB Ad va n ce d
P l a ce m e nt or Cornell depa rt m e nta l
exam. Tra n sfer credit for high sc h o o l
co u rses is awa rded only when (1) the
co u rse was ta u g ht at an acc re d i ted co l-
lege or unive rs i ty, (2) by its own fa cu l ty
m e m b e rs, and (3) the stu d e nt can pres-
e nt a signed sta te m e nt from the high
school re g i st rar ce rt i fying that the co u rse
was not used to fulfill high school gra d u-
ation re q u i re m e nts.
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