
1 3 0 ACADEMIC STA N D I N G

Academic Sta n d i n g
Full-time stu d e nts are ex p e c ted to

remain in good academic standing. Th e
c r i teria for good standing change so m e-
what as a stu d e nt pro g resses through the
four yea rs of the engineering cu r r i cu l u m .
At all times, the stu d e nt must be making
a d e q u a te pro g ress towa rd a degre e, but
what this actually means va r i es fro m
Major to Major.

Re q u i re m e nts for stu d e nts not yet
a ffi l i a ted with a Major are listed below.
Fa i l u re to meet these sta n d a rds will res u l t
in a rev i ew by the Co m m i ttee on
Academic Sta n d a rd s, Pet i t i o n s, and
C redit (AS PAC), which may issue a wa r n-
ing or a stern warning and may re q u i re a
stu d e nt to ta ke a leave of abse n ce or
even withdraw from the co l l e g e.

For freshman engineering stu d e nts to
be in good standing at the end of the first
se m este r, they must have

1 . at lea st 12 cre d i ts, including at
l ea st two co u rses in mathemat-
i cs, sc i e n ce, or engineering;

2 . at lea st C- in the mathematics
co u rse ;

3. a se m ester GPA ≥ 2.0 or higher;

4. no F, U, or INC gra d es. 

For se co n d - se m ester freshmen and
fi rst- se m ester so p h o m o res to be in good
standing, they must have

1 . at lea st 14 cre d i ts per se m ester in
co u rses that meet engineering
d e g ree re q u i re m e nts ;

2 . at lea st C– in the mathematics
co u rse ;

3. a se m ester GPA > 2 .0 ;

4. no F, U, or INC gra d es.

Be ca u se mathematics is pivotal to the
study and pra c t i ce of engineering, stu-

d e nts must earn at lea st C- in MATH 191
(or 190), 192, 293, and 294. Stu d e nts fa i l-
ing to meet this sta n d a rd must re p ea t
the co u rse immediately and re ce i ve a
sa t i sfa c tory grade befo re enrolling in the
n ext co u rse in the se q u e n ce. Fa i l u re to
a c h i eve at lea st C- the se cond time
a round will generally result in dismissa l
f rom the College of Engineering. Phys i cs
and adva n ced mathematics co u rses
of ten have mathematics pre re q u i s i tes,
and having to re p eat the pre re q u i s i te
co u rse may delay pro g ress in the phys i cs
and mathematics cu r r i cu l a .

Some of the re q u i re m e nts for good
standing in Majors are listed below; co m-
p l ete and up-to - d a te information is ava i l-
able from the underg ra d u a te co n s u l ta nt
for their Major.

The unive rs i ty re q u i re m e nt for full-
time sta tus (for financial aid) is a mini-
mum of 12 cre d i ts, but stu d e nts who
b e l i eve they have a good rea son to ca r r y
a lighter co u rse load should see their fa c-
u l ty advisor and the underg ra d u a te co n-
s u l ta nt for their Major or intended Major
b efo rehand. Stu d e nts may have to post-
pone graduation or attend summer class-
es as a result of reducing their co u rse
l oa d .

C r i teria for Good Sta n d i n g
in Major Pro g ra m s
Affi l i a ted stu d e nts must co ntinue to
m e et college re q u i re m e nts for good
standing as described earlier in this se c-
tion. In addition, they must meet the fo l-
l owing criteria to remain in good sta n d-
ing in their chosen major pro g ra m :

Bi o l o g i cal Engineering
(C r i teria for stu d e nts during the time
t h ey are re g i ste red in the College of
Engineering as their primary co l l e g e)

1 . Se m ester GPA > 2 .0
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2 . Cu m u l a t i ve GPA > 2 .0

3. Se m ester GPA > 2 .0 in biological and
e nv i ro n m e ntal engineering co u rses
and engineering distribution co u rses

4. A pa ssing grade in at lea st 12 cre d i ts
each se m este r

5. No failing gra d es

C h e m i cal Engineering

1 . Cu m u l a t i ve GPA > 2 . 2

2 . Se m ester GPA > 2 .0

3. G PA > 2.2 each se m ester in re q u i re d
c h e m i cal engineering co u rses

4. Accumulation of at most one gra d e
b e l ow C– in re q u i red chemical engi-
neering co u rses during the underg ra d-
u a te pro g ram 

5. No failing gra d es

Civil Engineering

1 . Se m ester GPA > 2 .0

2 . Cu m u l a t i ve GPA > 2 .0

3. Se m ester GPA > 2 .0 in Co re Co u rses,
D esign Co u rses, Major-a p p roved elec-
t i ves, and Engineering Dist r i b u t i o n
Co u rses.

4. At most one grade below C– in
re q u i red Co re Co u rses, Des i g n
Co u rses, Major-a p p roved electives,
and Engineering Distribution Co u rses.

5. 12 cre d i ts hours each se m este r

6 . No failing gra d es

Co m p u ter Sc i e n ce
1 . Se m ester GPA > 2 .3

2 . Se m ester GPA > 2 .7 in co u rses re q u i re d
for the COM S major pro g ram, with no
co u rse grade less than C-

3. No failing gra d es

4. A pa ssing grade in at lea st 14 cre d i ts

each se m este r

E l e c t r i cal and Co m p u ter Engineering
1 . Se m ester GPA > 2 .3

2. No co u rse with a grade of less than C-
m ay be used to sa t i sfy degree re q u i re-
m e nts in the major pro g ram or se r ve
as a pre re q u i s i te for a subse q u e nt
e l e c t r i cal and co m p u ter engineering
co u rse.

3. Stu d e nts must sa t i sfa c torily co m p l ete
ECE/ENGRD 210, ECE 215, all math and
p hys i cs co u rses through MATH 294
and PHYS 214 by the end of the fi rst
se m ester in the major pro g ram of
E l e c t r i cal and Co m p u ter Engineering
(ty p i cally the se cond se m ester of the
so p h o m o re yea r) and make adequate
p ro g ress towa rd the degree in subse-
q u e nt se m este rs.

Engineering Phys i cs
1 . Se m ester GPA > 2 .3

2 . At lea st C– in all re q u i red co u rses

3. No failing gra d es

E nv i ro n m e ntal Engineering

(C r i teria for stu d e nts during the time
t h ey are re g i ste red in the College of
Engineering as their primary co l l e g e)

1 . Se m ester GPA > 2 .0

2 . Cu m u l a t i ve GPA > 2 .0

3. Se m ester GPA > 2 .0 in Co re Co u rses,
D esign Co u rses, Major-a p p roved elec-
t i ves, and Engineering Dist r i b u t i o n
Co u rses.

4. At most one grade below C– in
re q u i red Co re Co u rses, Des i g n
Co u rses, Major-a p p roved electives,
and Engineering Distribution Co u rses.

5. 12 cre d i ts hours each se m este r

6 . No failing gra d es
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1 3 2 ACADEMIC STA N D I N G

G e o l o g i cal Sc i e n ces

1 . Cu m u l a t i ve and se m ester GPA > 2 .0

2 . At lea st C– in all re q u i red co u rses

I n d e p e n d e nt Major

1 . A pa ssing grade in at lea st 12 cre d i ts
each se m este r

2 . Accumulation of no more than one
g rade below C- in re q u i re d
I n d e p e n d e nt Major or minor co u rses
during the underg ra d u a te pro g ra m

3. Se m ester GPA > 2 .0

4. Cu m u l a t i ve GPA > 2 .0

I nformation Sc i e n ce, Syste m s, and
Te c h n o l o g y

1 . Se m ester GPA > 2 .0

2 . Se m ester GPA > 2 .3 in re q u i red ISST
co u rses

3. At lea st C- in ENGRD 211, ENGRD 270,
and all re q u i red ISST Major co u rses

4. Sa t i sfa c tory pro g ress (a minimum of
14 cre d i ts per se m este r)

5. No failing gra d es

M a terials Sc i e n ce and Engineering

1 . Se m ester GPA > 2 .0

2 . Cu m u l a t i ve GPA > 2 .3 with no gra d e
b e l ow C in the depa rt m e nt’s co re cu r-
r i cu l u m

3. Co m p l etion of ENGRD 261 or 262 with
a minimum grade of C befo re affi l i a-
t i o n

M e c h a n i cal Engineering

1 . A pa ssing grade in at lea st 12 cre d i ts
each se m este r, with the exce ption of
the final se m este r

2 . Se m ester GPA > 2 .0 with no gra d e
b e l ow C– in the fo l l owing co u rses

co u nting towa rd major pro g ra m
re q u i re m e nts: ENGRD 202, ENGRD
203, ENGRD 221, M&AE 212, M&AE 225,
M &AE 323, M&AE 324, M&AE 325,
M &AE 326, M&AE 327, and M&AE 378 .

3. Sa t i sfa c tory pro g ress towa rd the
re q u i re m e nts for gra d u a t i o n

O p e rations Resea rch and
E n g i n e e r i n g

1 . Cu m u l a t i ve GPA > 2 .0 

2 . Cu m u l a t i ve GPA > 2 .0 in re q u i re d
O p e rations Resea rch and Engineering
co u rses

3. At lea st C– in ENGRD 211, ENGRD 270,
and all re q u i red Operations Resea rc h
and Engineering major co u rses 

4. Sa t i sfa c tory pro g ress (a minimum of
12 cre d i ts per se m este r)

5. No failing gra d es

Academic Ac t i o n s
At the end of each se m ester the re co rd s
of all stu d e nts who have not yet joined a
Major are rev i ewed by the fa cu l ty co m-
m i ttee on Academic Sta n d a rd s, Pet i t i o n s,
and Credit (AS PAC), and the re co rds of
stu d e nts who have joined a Major are
rev i ewed by fa cu l ty co m m i tte es in those
a rea s. Stu d e nts who fail to meet the co n-
ditions for good standing may re ce i ve
w r i tten wa r n i n g s, a re q u i red leave of
a bse n ce, or be withdrawn from the co l-
l e g e.

A warning should be ta ken very se r i-
o u s l y.  If a stu d e nt re ce i ves a warning and
their perfo r m a n ce co nt i n u es to be unsa t-
i sfa c to r y, the stu d e nt may be dro p p e d
f rom the degree pro g ram. Poor perfo r m-
a n ce also diminishes a stu d e nt’s pros p e c ts
for employ m e nt or gra d u a te sc h o o l .
Stu d e nts should determine what their
underlying diffi cu l t i es are and address
them, perhaps with the help of their fa cu l-
ty advisor or the sta ff in Engineering
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Ad v i s i n g .
When stu d e nts fail to make adequate

p ro g ress in a te c h n i cal subject in a give n
se m este r, the rev i ew co m m i ttee may
re q u i re them to ta ke time off to improve
their understanding of the areas in which
t h ey are having diffi cu l ty. This is known as
a re q u i red leave of abse n ce. It will result in
a post p o n e m e nt of graduation, but it ca n
be re g a rded as an opportu n i ty to address
a cademic defi c i e n c i es befo re rejoining the
engineering degree pro g ram. Stu d e nts on
a re q u i red leave of abse n ce are not usual-
ly permitted to enroll in co u rses at Co r n e l l ,
and they may choose to go to other inst i-
tutions to reta ke the co u rses that ca u se d
them diffi cu l ty. Af ter a re q u i red leave of
a bse n ce, stu d e nts are allowed to return to
the engineering pro g ram but are re q u i re d
to re p eat the co u rses that we re not sa t i s-
fa c torily co m p l eted befo re their leave —
co u rses ta ken elsew h e re are not co u nte d
towa rd graduation unless special permis-
sion is gra nted by AS PAC (or the Major, fo r
a ffi l i a ted stu d e nts). Any exce ptions to
t h ese rules must be re q u ested in writing to
the AS PAC co m m i ttee (o r, for affi l i a te d
stu d e nts, to the underg ra d u a te co n s u l ta nt
of their Major) .

O cca s i o n a l l y, the fa cu l ty co m m i tte e
d e c i d es that a stu d e nt is having such ba s i c
a cademic problems that they should leave
the engineering pro g ram. This action is
g e n e rally permanent. Stu d e nts in this situ-
ation may wish to invest i g a te other majors
at Cornell—the Ca reer Co u n seling Offi ce in
Ba r n es Hall is an exce l l e nt reso u rce, as is
the Internal Tra n sfer Division in Day Hall.
Stu d e nts who wa nt to co ntinue their stu d y
of engineering are advised to seek admis-
sion to a diffe re nt college or unive rs i ty.

Academic Inte g r i ty
A pa m p h l et titled Code of Aca d e m i c

I nte g r i ty and Ac k n owledging the Work of
O t h e rs is dist r i b u ted to new and tra n sfe r
stu d e nts and is also available on the we b
at www.co r n e l l .e d u / U n i ve rs i ty Fa cu l ty/
d o cs/m a i n . html. The code also appea rs

(along with other campus policies) in the
Po l i cy Notebook for the Co r n e l l
Co m m u n i ty, which is published by the
O ffi ce of the Dean of Stu d e nts and dis-
t r i b u ted to new stu d e nts.

The fo l l owing is ta ken directly fro m
the code (refer to the docu m e nts men-
tioned above for the ent i re co d e) :
"A bso l u te inte g r i ty is ex p e c ted of eve r y
Cornell stu d e nt in all academic underta k-
i n g s. . . Academic inte g r i ty is ex p e c te d
n ot only in formal co u rse work situ a t i o n s,
but in all unive rs i ty re l a t i o n s h i ps and
i nte ractions co n n e c ted to the educa t i o n-
al pro cess, including the use of unive rs i ty
reso u rces. A Cornell stu d e nt’s submiss i o n
of work for academic credit indica tes that
the work is the stu d e nt’s own. All outs i d e
a ss i sta n ce should be acknowledged, and
the stu d e nt’s academic position truthf u l-
ly re p o rted at all times. In addition,
Cornell stu d e nts have a right to ex p e c t
a cademic inte g r i ty from each of their
p e e rs."

The authority to determine whether a
s p e c i fic action shall be trea ted as a viola-
tion of the Code of Academic Inte g r i ty
l i es with the Academic Inte g r i ty Hea r i n g
Boa rd. Th ose who violate the Code of
Academic Inte g r i ty will be subject to
p e n a l t i es under this code and may also
be subject to penalties under sta te and
fe d e ral laws.

Stu d e nts and sta ff members discove r-
ing an appa re nt violation should re p o rt
the matter to the fa cu l ty member in
c h a rge of the co u rse or to the chairper-
son of the appro p r i a te Hearing Boa rd .
P ro ce d u res for dispensing of alleged aca-
demic inte g r i ty violations are outlined in
the co d e.

C l a ss Ra n k i n g
Each summer the engineering re g i st ra r
ra n ks the engineering stu d e nts by class
( i .e. juniors, se n i o rs). The ranking ta kes
i nto acco u nt all degre e -a p p l i cable gra d es
re ce i ved for enrolled stu d e nts up to the
time of the ranking. Se n i o rs graduating in
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1 3 4 ACADEMIC STA N D I N G

M ay are ra n ked immediately after gra d u-
ation. Changes in gra d es made after ra n k-
ing is co m p l eted do not affect the class
rank of other stu d e nts.

D ea n’s List
D ea n’s List citations are prese nted ea c h
se m ester to engineering stu d e nts with
exemplary academic re co rd s. The crite r i a
for this honor are determined by the dea n
of the co l l e g e.

For 20 0 4–20 0 5, the re q u i re m e nt is a
se m ester GPA > 3.40 or higher (w i t h o u t
rounding); no failing, unsa t i sfa c to r y, miss-
ing, or inco m p l ete gra d es (even in phys i-
cal educa t i o n); and at lea st 12 lette r- g ra d e
c re d i ts (n ot S/U). Stu d e nts may ea r n
D ea n’s List sta tus ret roa c t i vely if they
m e et these criteria after making up
i n co m p l etes. Stu d e nts who make the
D ea n’s List re ce i ve ce rt i fi ca tes from the
Engineering Re g i st ra r’s offi ce, and the
honor is noted on their tra n sc r i pt.

G raduating with Dist i n c t i o n
and Field Honors Pro g ra m s

G raduating with Dist i n c t i o n
M e r i torious stu d e nts graduating with a
Bachelor of Sc i e n ce degree from the
College of Engineering may also be des i g-
n a ted cum laude, magna cum laude, or
summa cum laude.

Cum laude will be awa rded to all engi-
neering stu d e nts with an ove rall gra d e
p o i nt ave rage (G PA) > 3. 5 0. Cum laude
will also be awa rded to all engineering
stu d e nts who re ce i ved a se m ester GPA >
3.50 in each of the last four se m este rs of
a tte n d a n ce at Cornell; in each of these
se m este rs, at lea st 12 lette r- g rade cre d i ts
m u st be ta ken with no failing, unsa t i sfa c-
to r y, missing or inco m p l ete gra d es. If the
stu d e nt is an Engineering Co-op stu d e nt,
then the Engineering Co-op summer te r m
will co u nt as one of the last fo u r. Stu d e nts
who we re approved for pro - ra ted tu i t i o n
in their final se m ester will be awa rd e d

cum laude if they re ce i ved a se m este r
G PA > 3.50 in their last se m ester and
m e et the conditions above in the prior
four se m este rs.

Magna cum laude will be awa rded to all
engineering stu d e nts with an ove rall GPA
> 3.75 (ba sed on all cre d i ts ta ken at
Co r n e l l ) .
Summa cum laude will be awa rded to all
engineering stu d e nts with an ove rall GPA
> 4.0 (ba sed on all cre d i ts ta ken at
Co r n e l l ) .
N ote: All GPA ca l culations are minimums
and are not ro u n d e d .

Major Honors Pro g ra m s
To be eligible for major honors, a stu d e nt
m u st enter the pro g ram with and main-
tain a cu m u l a t i ve GPA > 3. 5 0. If the stu-
d e nt’s Major has an approved honors pro-
g ram and the GPA, Bachelor of Sc i e n ce
d e g re e, and major honors pro g ra m
re q u i re m e nts are fulfilled, the fa cu l ty of
the major may re commend that a stu d e nt
g ra d u a te with the additional diploma and
t ra n sc r i pt notation of "With Honors" .
(Additional criteria for the individual
major honors pro g rams fo l l ow. )

Bi o l o g i cal Engineering (BE) Honors
P ro g ra m
At lea st 9 cre d i ts beyond the minimum
re q u i red for graduation in BEE or Env E .
Th ese 9 cre d i ts shall be drawn from one
or more of the fo l l owing with at lea st 6
c redit hours in the fi rst ca te g o r y :

• A signifi ca nt resea rch ex p e r i e n ce or
h o n o rs project under the direct supervi-
sion of a BEE fa cu l ty member using BEE
495, BE Honors Resea rch. A written se n-
ior honors thesis must be submitted as
pa rt of this co m p o n e nt. A minimum gra d e
of A- is re q u i red for successful co m p l e-
tion of the honors re q u i re m e nt.

• A signifi ca nt teaching ex p e r i e n ce
under the direct supervision of a fa cu l ty
member or as pa rt of a regularly re co g-
n i zed co u rse in the depa rt m e nt (i.e., BEE
1 51, 251, or 260) under BEE 498 ,
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U n d e rg ra d u a te Tea c h i n g .

• Ad va n ced or gra d u a te co u rses.
Th ese additional co u rses must be
te c h n i cal in natu re (i.e., in engineer-
ing, mathematics, biology, chemist r y,
and phys i cs at the 400 and gra d u a te
l eve l ) .

Timing: All inte rested stu d e nts must
co m p l ete a written application (ava i l a b l e
in 207 Riley- Robb Hall) no later than the
end of the third week of the fi rst se m es-
ter of the senior year but are enco u ra g e d
to make arra n g e m e nts with a fa cu l ty
member during the se cond se m ester of
their junior yea r. A stu d e nt must be in the
p ro g ram for at lea st two se m este rs
b efo re gra d u a t i o n .

P ro ce d u res : Each applica nt to the BE
h o n o rs pro g ram must have a BEE fa cu l ty
a d v i sor to supervise the honors pro g ra m .
A written approval of the fa cu l ty member
who will direct the resea rch is re q u i re d .
Af ter the college ve r i fi es the stu d e nt’s
G PA, the stu d e nt will be officially enro l l e d
in the honors pro g ra m .

Civil  Engineering (CE) 
E nv i ro n m e ntal Engineering (Env E )
H o n o rs Pro g ra m
A CE or EnvE honors pro g ram co n s i sts of
at lea st 9 cre d i ts beyond the minimum
re q u i red for graduation in CE or Env E .
Th ese 9 cre d i ts shall be drawn from one
or more of the fo l l owing co m p o n e nts
(with no fewer than 2 cre d i ts in any
se l e c ted co m p o n e nt) :

1. A signifi ca nt resea rch ex p e r i e n ce or
h o n o rs project under the direct super-
vision of a CEE fa cu l ty member using
CEE 400: Senior Honors Th esis (1–6
c re d i ts per se m este r). A signifi ca nt
w r i tten re p o rt or senior honors thes i s
m u st be submitted as pa rt of this co m-
p o n e nt. Letter grade only.

2. A signifi ca nt teaching ex p e r i e n ce
under the direct supervision of a fa cu l-
ty member or as pa rt of a re g u l a r l y
re co g n i zed co u rse in the College of

Engineering (i.e., ENGRG 470 :
U n d e rg ra d u a te Engineering Tea c h i n g
or CEE 401: Underg ra d u a te Teaching in
CEE [1–3 cre d i ts per se m este r] ) .

3. Ad va n ced or gra d u a te co u rses at the
500 level or above.

No resea rch, independent stu d y, or
teaching for which the stu d e nt is pa i d
m ay be co u nted towa rd the honors pro-
g ra m .

Timing: I nte rested stu d e nts must apply
no later than the beginning of the fi rst
se m ester of their senior year but are
e n co u raged to apply as early as the fi rst
se m ester of their junior yea r. All honors
p ro g ram stu d e nts must be in the pro g ra m
for at lea st two se m este rs befo re gra d u a-
t i o n .

P ro ce d u res: Each applica nt to the CE
H o n o rs Pro g ram must have a fa cu l ty advi-
sor or fa cu l ty member to supervise the
stu d e nt’s individual pro g ram. (This need
n ot be the stu d e nt’s fa cu l ty adviso r.) Th e
a p p l i cation to the pro g ram shall be a re g-
i st ration form for CEE 400 and a lette r
f rom the stu d e nt describing the specifi c
p ro p osed honors pro g ram and include the
explicit approval of both the fa cu l ty advi-
sor and honors adviso r. Each pro g ra m
m u st be approved by the CE Cu r r i cu l u m
Co m m i tte e, although the co m m i ttee may
d e l e g a te approval authority to the asso c i-
a te dire c tor for all but unusual pro p osa l s.

Co m p u ter Sc i e n ce (COM S) Honors
P ro g ra m
1. Co m p l ete at lea st one COM S co u rse (3+

h o u rs per co u rse) at or above the 500-
l evel with at lea st A- (no se m i n a rs or
two - c redit project co u rses) .

2. Co m p l ete at lea st two 3-credit se m es-
te rs of COM S 490 (Independent
Resea rc h) with a COM S fa cu l ty mem-
ber with at lea st A– each se m este r.

Co nte nt: H o n o rs co u rses may not be
u sed to sa t i sfy the COM S electives, the
COM S project co u rse, the math elective,
the te c h n i cal electives, or co u rses in the
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1 3 6 ACADEMIC STANDING 

s p e c i a l i zation. In esse n ce, honors co u rse
work re p rese nts a depth of major wo r k
that is well beyond the minimum re q u i re-
m e nts needed to fulfill the major.

Ti m i n g : H o n o rs determinations are
made during the senior yea r. Stu d e nts
wa nting to be co n s i d e red for major hon-
o rs should not i fy the underg ra d u a te
offi ce in the Depa rt m e nt of Co m p u te r
Sc i e n ce at ugra d @ cs.co r n e l l .edu. Th e
subject line for this message should rea d
"HONORS TRAC K". Re l a ted quest i o n s
m ay also be addressed to the same e-mail
a d d ress, or ca n d i d a tes can call or stop by
303 Upson Hall, 255 - 0 982 .

P re pa ra t i o n : A r ra n g e m e nts for doing
COM S 490 pro j e c ts should be made
d i rectly with fa cu l ty members in the
d e pa rt m e nt. Stu d e nts are enco u raged to
d i scu ss pote ntial co nta c ts with their advi-
so rs and/or browse the depa rt m e nt’s we b
page at www.cs.co r n e l l .e d u /u g rad fo r
s p e c i fic leads on resea rch opportu n i t i es.

The Depa rt m e nt of Co m p u ter Sc i e n ce
rese r ves the right to make changes to the
h o n o rs pro g ram at any time. Genera l l y
s p eaking, all members of the same gra d-
uating class in COM S will be subject to
the same honors crite r i a .

E l e c t r i cal and Co m p u ter Engineering
( ECE) Honors Pro g ra m
P rov i d es additional adva n ced co u rse
work and inte raction with the ECE fa cu l ty.
It is highly re g a rded by gra d u a te sc h o o l s
and employe rs. To pa rt i c i pa te in an
H o n o rs pro g ram at Cornell, you must:

• Apply during the fi rst 3 we e ks of the
sixth se m este r.

• Accu m u l a te at lea st 137 credit hours
for graduation, which includes the
basic ECE degree re q u i re m e nts as
well as Honors Pro g ram co u rses ( 9
c redit hours) .

• Ac h i eve a B or better in the 3
re q u i red co u rses.

• E n roll in the Honors Seminar (EC E

311) during the junior year for 2 cre d-
i ts and a letter gra d e.

• Co m p l ete a senior year Honors
P roject (3 credit hours minimum) .
This project can include resea rch or
d i re c ted reading, at the 400 leve l ,
with an ECE fa cu l ty member. 

• Earn at lea st 3 additional cre d i t
h o u rs of adva n ced ECE co u rse wo r k .
This co u rse must have at lea st a 30 0 -
l evel ECE co u rse pre re q u i s i te. 

Engineering Phys i cs (EP) Honors
P ro g ra m
1. Co m p l ete at lea st 8 cre d i ts of Major-

a p p roved electives at the 400 level or
higher and re ce i ve at lea st an A– in ea c h
of the co u rses ta ken to fulfill this 8-
c redit re q u i re m e nt. Th ese 8 cre d i ts are
in addition to the cre d i ts obtained by
co m p l eting the senior thesis or special
p roject re q u i re m e nt as discu ssed in
i tem 2.

2. E n roll in A&EP 490 or an equiva l e nt
co u rse over two se m este rs for the pur-
p ose of co m p l eting an independent
resea rch project or senior thesis under
the supervision of a Cornell engineer-
ing or sc i e n ce fa cu l ty member. Th e
minimum enro l l m e nt is 2 cre d i ts in the
fi rst se m ester and 4 cre d i ts in the se c-
ond. The level of work re q u i red for a
s u ccessful co m p l etion of this project or
t h esis is to be co n s i ste nt with the
a m o u nt of academic credit gra nte d .

Timing: I nte rested stu d e nts must co m-
p l ete a written application no later than
the end of the third week of the fi rst
se m ester of the senior year but are
e n co u raged to make arra n g e m e nts with a
fa cu l ty member during the se co n d
se m ester of their junior yea r. A stu d e nt
m u st be in the pro g ram for at lea st two
se m este rs befo re gra d u a t i o n .

P ro ce d u res : Befo re enrolling in A& E P
49 0, or the equiva l e nt, the honors ca n d i-
d a te must submit a brief pro p osal outlin-
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ing the topic and scope of the pro p ose d
p roject or thesis and a fa cu l ty supervi-
so r’s written co n cu r re n ce to the asso c i-
a te dire c tor for underg ra d u a te stu d i es.
This pro p osal will be rev i ewed by the EP
H o n o rs Co m m i ttee and either approve d
or returned to the ca n d i d a te to co r re c t
d efi c i e n c i es in the pro p osal. The pro-
p osed resea rch project or senior thesis is
to co n s i st of a resea rch, deve l o p m e nt, or
d esign project and must go beyond a lit-
e ra tu re sea rch. The final ste ps in co m-
p l eting the honors project are a writte n
and oral re p o rt. The written re p o rt is to
be in the form of a te c h n i cal paper with,
for exa m p l e, an abst ra c t, int ro d u c t i o n ,
m ethods section, res u l ts section, co n c l u-
sions section, refe re n ces, and fi g u res.
This re p o rt will be eva l u a ted by the fa cu l-
ty supervisor and the chair of the EP
H o n o rs Co m m i tte e. Fo l l owing the co m p l e-
tion of the written re p o rt, an oral re p o rt
is to be prese nted to an audience co n s i st-
ing of the fa cu l ty superviso r, the chair of
the Honors Co m m i tte e, and at lea st one
other depa rt m e ntal fa cu l ty member,
along with the other honors ca n d i d a tes.
The final resea rch project co u rse gra d e
will be assigned by the fa cu l ty superviso r,
fo l l owing the oral prese ntation and afte r
co n s u l tation with the chair of the Honors
Co m m i tte e. At lea st A– is re q u i red fo r
s u ccessful co m p l etion of the honors
re q u i re m e nt.

G e o l o g i cal Sc i e n ces (G EOS) Honors
P ro g ra m
1. Ta ke at lea st 9 cre d i ts above the mini-

mum re q u i red for graduating and
a p p roved by the Major adviso r;

2. Have a written pro p osal of the honors
p roject acce pted by their fa cu l ty adviso r
and the dire c tor of underg ra d u a te stu d-
i es ;

3. Co m p l ete an honors thesis (EAS 491 -
492 or 49 9,  at lea st 2 cre d i ts ea c h)
i nvolving resea rch of breadth, dept h ,
and quality.

Timing: A stu d e nt inte rested in co m-
p l eting an honors thesis must by the
beginning of the seve nth se m este r, have
a written pro p osal of the honors pro j e c t
a cce pted by their advisor and the dire c-
tor of underg ra d u a te stu d i es.

P ro ce d u res : Each applica nt to the
G e o l o g i cal Sc i e n ces honors pro g ra m
m u st have a fa cu l ty advisor to supervise
the honors pro g ram. Wr i tten approval by
the fa cu l ty member who will direct the
resea rch is re q u i red. Af ter the co l l e g e
ve r i fi es the stu d e nt’s GPA, the stu d e nt
will be officially enrolled in the honors
p ro g ra m .

I n d e p e n d e nt Major (IM) Honors
P ro g ra m
1. Co m p l ete at lea st 9 cre d i ts above the

minimum re q u i red for graduation, fro m
co u rses se l e c ted at the adva n ced or
g ra d u a te level (excluding cre d i ts awa rd-
ed for resea rc h)  and approved by the
Major adviso r;

2. H ave a written pro p osal of the honors
p roject acce pted by the major adviso r
and the Independents Major Co m m -
i ttee by the beginning of the seve nt h
se m este r.

3. Co m p l ete an honors thesis invo l v i n g
resea rch of breadth, depth, and quality
and demonst rating professional co m-
m u n i cation skills.

I nformation Sc i e n ce, Syste m s, and
Technology (ISST) Honors Pro g ra m
1. E i g ht credit hours of IS graded co u rse

work at lea st at the 500-level (no se m i-
n a rs or two - c redit project co u rses. )

2. Six credit hours of INFO 490 independ-
e nt study and resea rch with an IS fa c-
u l ty member, spread over two se m es-
te rs, with gra d es at lea st A-

O R

Th ree credit hours of INFO 490 with
an IS fa cu l ty member and three cre d i t
h o u rs of INFO 491 teaching ex p e r i e n ce,
b oth with gra d es at lea st A-. It is ex p e c te d

ACADEMIC STANDING  1 3 7

234101 EngHandbk_PKG  4/9/04  7:51 pm  Page 137



1 3 8 ACADEMIC STA N D I N G

that the INFO 490 resea rch will result in
either a pro g ramming project and/or a
w r i tten re p o rt. 500- or 600- level co u rs-
es ta ken to fulfill the honors re q u i re m e nt
m ay be co u nted towa rd fulfi l l m e nt of the
primary or asso c i a ted option re q u i re-
m e nts.

M a terials Sc i e n ce and Engineering
( M S&E) Honors Pro g ra m
In addition to the basic re q u i re m e nts
m e ntioned prev i o u s l y, honors ca n d i d a tes
in the major of Materials Sc i e n ce and
Engineering must

1. Ta ke at lea st 9 cre d i ts above the mini-
mum re q u i red for graduation in
M a terials Sc i e n ce and Engineering, so
that the minimum number of cre d i ts fo r
an honors degree is 140. Th ese addi-
tional co u rses must be te c h n i cal in
n a tu re, i.e., in engineering, mathemat-
i cs, chemist r y, and phys i cs at the 400
and gra d u a te leve l s, with se l e c te d
co u rses at the 300 level, which must be
a p p roved by the Major adviso r.

2. Wr i te a senior honors thesis (8 cre d i ts)
with a grade of at lea st A.

N ote: Underg ra d u a tes ty p i cally ente r
the honors pro g ram at the beginning of
their senior year (seve nth se m este r) and
m u st have a cu m u l a t i ve GPA > 3.50 at
that point.

Timing: All inte rested stu d e nts must
co m p l ete a written application no late r
than the end of the third week of the fi rst
se m ester of their senior year but are
e n co u raged to make arra n g e m e nts with a
fa cu l ty member during the se co n d
se m ester of their junior yea r. A stu d e nt
m u st be in the pro g ram for at lea st two
se m este rs befo re gra d u a t i o n .

P ro ce d u res: Each applica nt to the
M a terials Sc i e n ce and Engineering honors
p ro g ram must have a fa cu l ty advisor to
s u p e r v i se the honors pro g ram. Wr i tte n
a p p roval by the fa cu l ty member who will dire c t
the resea rch is re q u i red. Af ter the co l l e g e
ve r i fi es the stu d e nt’s GPA, the stu d e nt will
be officially enrolled in the honors pro g ra m .

O p e rations Resea rch and Engineering
(ORE) Honors Pro g ra m
An Operations Resea rch and Engineering
h o n o rs pro g ram shall co n s i st of at lea st 9
c re d i ts beyond the minimum re q u i red fo r
g raduation in ORE, so that no pa rt of the
h o n o rs pro g ram can also be used to sa t-
i sfy graduation re q u i re m e nts. The 9 cre d-
i ts shall be from one or more of the fo l-
l owing with at lea st four hours from the
fi rst ca tegory: 

1. Ad va n ced co u rses in OR&IE at the 500
l evel or above.

2. A signifi ca nt resea rch ex p e r i e n ce or
h o n o rs project under the direct super-
vision of an OR&IE fa cu l ty member
using OR&IE 499: OR&IE Pro j e c t. A sig-
n i fi ca nt written re p o rt must be submit-
ted as pa rt of this co m p o n e nt.

3. A signifi ca nt teaching ex p e r i e n ce
under the direct supervision of a fa cu l-
ty member in OR&IE using OR&IE 49 0 :
Teaching in OR&IE or ENGRG 470 :
U n d e rg ra d u a te Engineering Tea c h i n g .

Timing: I nte rested stu d e nts must co m-
p l ete a written application no later than
the end of the third week of the fi rst
se m ester of their senior year but are
e n co u raged to make arra n g e m e nts with a
fa cu l ty member during the fi rst se m este r
of their junior yea r. A stu d e nt must be in
the pro g ram for at lea st two se m este rs
b efo re gra d u a t i o n .

P ro ce d u res : Each applica nt to the ORE
h o n o rs pro g ram must have a fa cu l ty advi-
sor to supervise the honors pro g ram. Th e
h o n o rs advisor need not be the stu d e nt’s
fa cu l ty adviso r. The application to the pro-
g ram shall be a letter from the stu d e nt
d escribing the specific pro p osed honors
p ro g ram and include the explicit approva l
of the honors adviso r. Each pro g ram (a s
well as any subse q u e nt changes to the
p ro g ra m) must be approved by the asso c i-
a te dire c tor of underg ra d u a te stu d i es.
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